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RE: Children and Community Services Amendment Bill 2019 
 
I am truly grateful for the efforts of the Royal Commission and the Minister for Child Protection, the 
Honourable Simone McGurk for striving to ensure that Australian children are safe in institutions by 
making good laws. 
The Catholic Church has at different times and places in the past, failed to protect its very own 
children in Australia. Many of us who are members of the Church have been and are repulsed and 
deeply saddened by the betrayal of the perpetrators and are committed to the protection of 
children and the vulnerable in the present and in future. I believe that if the Catholic Church works 
together with the government for the common cause of protecting victims of abuse, we will ensure 
the best future for Australian children. 
 
It is with this commitment at heart that I make this submission: 
 

1. Although I can understand why those in religious ministry may have been singled out from 
amongst the 5 other groups the Royal Commission recommended for mandatory reporting, I 
don’t understand why the stakeholders in question, in this case the leaders and the 
members of the Catholic Church and of other religious groups, were neither advised that 
such a Bill is even before the Parliament, nor included in the consultation process, especially 
when the Bill will have direct consequences on the stakeholders. 

2. The current amendment infringes upon religious freedom of members of the Catholic (and 
Orthodox) Church by making them mandatory reporters of abuse even in cases where doing 
so would require them to violate the seal of confession. 

3. Rather than infringing upon religious freedom through its current amendment of the Bill, the 
government should explore more ways of holding the Church to account for its inaction in 
exploring the Royal Commission’s Recommendation 16.26 in clarifying the limits to the seal 
of confession, and the question of whether absolution can or should be withheld to 
perpetrators of sexual abuse before they turn themselves in to authorities. 

 
Yours sincerely, 
Sr Lynn Chua 
Ursuline Missionaries of the Sacred Heart 

 
 

 




